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MORE LEADERS SEND MESSAGES OF
CONGRATULATIONS (Eritrea Profile, Saturday 28th of May, 2011)

Mohammed VI of Morocco, and Presidents Sheik Khalifa Bin Zaid of the United

Arab Emirates, Ali Abdullah Saleh of Yemen, Dimtry Medvedev of Russia, Nicolas
Sarkosy of France, Giorgio Napolitano of Italy, General Michel Sleiman of Lebanon,
Shimon Perez of Israel, Demetris Christophias of the Republic of Cyprus, Alasan Watara of
the Republic of Cote Devore, Dr. Boni Yayin of Benin, the President of the Swiss
Confederation, Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey, the Acting President of Tunisia, Mr. Fouad Al-
Mebazaa, Sultan Qubous Bin Saeed of Oman, the Chairman of the Sudanese Democratic
Unionist Party, Maulana Mohammed Osman Ali Al-Mirghani, the Chairman of the
Egyptian Higher Military Council, Marshal Hussein Tantawi, the Prime Minister of the
UAE, Sheik Mohammed Bin Rashid AIMektum, and the Secretary Generai of IGAD, Eng.
Mahbub Mualem, as well as Prime Minster and Foreign Minister of Qatar, Shiek Hamid Bin
Jasim Bin Jabir Altani sent messages of congratulations to President Isaias Afwerki on the
occasion of the 20th anniversary of Independence Day.
In their respective messages, the leaders wished good health to President Isaias, as well as
peace and prosperity to the Eritrean people.
Meanwhile, Chairman of the Egyptian Higher Military Council said that Egypt is keen to
strengthen relations with Eritrea in line with the historical special ties between the two coun-
tries. He further stated that his country would work in consultation with Eritrea on region-

E mir of Qatar Shiek Hamid Bin Khalifa Altani, Emperor Akihito of Japan, King

al and international issues.



Discorso di S.E. Sig. Zemede Tekle, Ambasciatore dello Stato
d’Eritrea in Italia, in occasione della celebrazione del 20° anniversario
di liberazione dell'Erntrea.

Roma, 29/05/2011

Signori Invitati
Signore e Signori

Il popolo eritreo a cominciare dal 1998 ha dovuto affrontare
numerosissimi ostacoli che hanno messo in grave rischio la sua
sovranita, ma lottando tenacemente e coraggiosamente, unitamente
al suo Governo e alle sue forze armate, con le stesse caratteristiche
che lo hanno sempre contraddistinto, ha potuto superare
dignitosamente questi ostacoli. Un successo che oggi gli consente di
festeggiare  orgogliosamente il 20° anniversario della sua
indipendenza.

Per avviare un adeguato programma di ricostruzione e di sviluppo
socioeconomico nazionale, ben distribuito su tutto il territorio del
Paese, che garantisse principalmente l'autosufficienza alimentare e
'equa distribuzione delle risorse nazionali, in Eritrea, nel corso di
questi 20 anni d'indipendenza, sono stati realizzati molteplici
infrastrutture. Dopo anni di immenso sacrificio, finalmente questo
ambizioso cammino verso il progresso si sta concretizzando e
giustamente sta iniziando a dare i suoi frutti.

Il popolo eritreo, ben consapevole dellassoluta necessita
dell'autosufficienza economica per completare la sua sovranita, sin
dal primo giomo della sua indipendenza, superando ogni tentativo di
ostacolo, sta continuando a lottare per raggiungere questo obiettivo.




Proprio in questi giorni, gli importanti traguardi raggiunti e le difficolta
superate nel corso di questi ultimi 20 anni, cosi anche i progetti
futuri del Govemo eritreo, sono rappresentati alla collettivita in forma
di symposium dai vari Ministeri competenti. Spiegare uno per uno in
queste poche righe tutti i risultati di ogni ministero, sicuramente non
sara possibile, ma per dare un piccolo esempio che puod
rappresentare al meglio questo cammino straordinario, si puo citare
quello realizzato dal Ministero della Sanita nel campo sanitario:

Fino al 1991 in tutta [I'Eritrea esistevano 16 ospedali, 5 centri
sanitari, 72 cliniche. Oggi invece ci sono 28 ospedali, 56 centr
sanitari, 252 cliniche che operano ben distribuite in tutto il territorio
del Paese. Questo risultato paragonato alla situazione sanitaria prima
dell'indipendenza rappresenta una notevole crescita. Questi dati sono
anche a dimostrazione di quanto siano fruttuosi i programmi scelti
indipendentemente e i lavori realizzati autonomamente con le proprie
forze rispetto a quelli scelti e ricevuti in carita dagli altri.

Inoltre va ricordato che questo cammino verso lo sviluppo nazionale
intrapreso dal Governo eritreo, viene effettuato tenendo conto anche
della situazione politica dei paesi circostanti e cercando di creare
condizioni e relazioni che lo favoriscano positivamente, evitando
soprattutto ogni tentativo di intromissione e ostacolo da parte di
eventuali nemici, e incoraggiando una collaborazione reciproca per
un interesse comune con i propri alleati. Soprattutto gli sforzi fatti dal
governo eritreo, per la realizzazione di una pace comune nella zona,
stanno riscuotendo considerazioni da molte parti.

Quindi in questa occasione particolare in cui il popolo eritreo,
saldamente affermato con le proprie forze, soprattutto a un passo da
sconfiggere definitivamente dal suo territorio la fame e la poverta,
sta celebrando il ventesimo anniversario della propria indipendenza,
mi sento veramente onorato nel manifestargli il mio piu festoso
augurio.

Esprimo la mia eterna gratitudine a tutti i martiri eritrei che hanno
sacrificato la propria vita per rendere tutto questo possibile.




FESTA DELLINDIPENDENZA « ROMA




FESTA DELLINDIPENDENZA « MILANO
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THE SPIRIT OF INDEPENDENCE

(Eritrea Profile, Saturday 28th of May, 2011)
by Daniel Semere

he season of independence is without a doubt the most important and significant national holiday in Eritrea. It sig-

nifies the culmination of the long suffering of a people who had been subjected to perhaps arguably a systematic

conspiracy of major regional and world superpowers and institutions. In being so, it gives meaning to the suffe-
ring endured by the Eritrean people that it was not in vain. But most importantly it confirms nothing is impossible as long
as one give one’s heart to the cause. Because that is what the Eritrean people did in the long march towards independence.
And that is also why, unlike many, Eritreans attach so high a value in their independence. It is no wonder therefore, tres-
passing their sovereignty is not as simple and easy as the culprits would find it elsewhere. It is also ho wonder that inde-
pendence holiday is jubilated with much fervor as we have witnessed in the last couple of weeks.

Taking part in the jubilation of the independence season, one can not help but to feel the spirit of independence. In a
sheer coincidence, it is much better explained in one alien word coined from Swabhili, Umoja, which was also the name of
a group of South African performers who were presented among us to take part in the celebration. It was indeed Umoja,
the spirit of togetherness, holding in its circle all Eritreans of different ethnic groups, religion, gender, and generations.

The spirit of togetherness during the independence season indeed transcends time. One of the most important charac-
teristics of the Eritrean independence is the profound respect the season entail for our martyrs, without whom Eritrea
would have forever been a dream. Although Eritrean martyrs are always remembered and revered, during this season there
is always a bit more to our memory of them. Beyond all the respect we have for our martyrs, it is in this time that we ce-
lebrate their life through the celebration of independence. In this season the presence of our martyrs in our heart is more
profound. In no other moment is the spirit of togetherness more pronounced than in this season of independence. And
hence our independence celebration transcends time and unites the spirits of our martyrs with that of ours.

The 20th year independence celebration was of course different in its own way. In a time where Eritrea is said to pre-
vail over the geo-political and economic challenges that have been imposed on her, the victory was reflected in the hope
that the participants of the celebration radiate. One can feel the energy of hope in the air. The fact that all over Eritrea, the
occasion was celebrated with a renewed energy and hope, and satisfaction on the outcome of our long and arduous endea-
vor, seems to testify to this assertion. In the capital Asmara this was manifested in an all-encompassing activities ranging
from the painstakingly decorated streets of the city, unending performance of art, to the endless trek of the people for fort-
night. In this dedicated participation of the people and especially the youth in making the beautiful celebration possible lie
the spirit of togetherness. Seeing Eritrean youth from inside and outside of the country working hand in hand in all activ-
ities of the celebration, from decorating and securing the city, to presenting breathtaking performances speaks for itself.
And it gives more meaning to the occasion as it links Eritrean youth. And especially to the youth who were born and raised
abroad, it was a link with the land of their ancestors. This was one of the reasons why Eritrean independence celebration
is peculiar. It builds a bridge that would bring about unbreakable bond among the hearts of Eritrean youth wherever they
might be. Hence it is one of the pillars that serve as a hub in our endeavor to build a nation. And that’s what we all wit-
nessed in this year’s independence celebration.

What makes this years celebration of independence perhaps unique is that the number of foreigners and friends of
Eritrea that participated in it. Watching the different performance of African art groups and the sense of solidarity that it
invokes, has also made our independence celebration transcend geographj and culture. Indeed, it is the solidarity and part-
nership we have with aur counterparts in Africa and all over the world that ultimately give our independence its true mea-
ning. We faught for thirty years to give Eritrea its rightful place in the world, and this entails the partnership we must have
with countries on equal footing. In this sense our independence can teach others that freedom is precious and should not
be taken for granted; and it is the conscious galvanization of the opportunities it entails towards its promise of peace, jus-
tice and prosperity, that ultimately make it worthwhile.

That's why May 24 is awaited with much longing and eagerness every year. It is because that it has harmonized with-
in itself the lessons of the past, realities of the present, and visions of the future; all in one conducive atmosphere. It is this
spirit of togetherness that was the secret in our long struggle for liberation of our country, and it will still be the reason that

determines our future as a nation.
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COMMEMORAZIONE DEI MARTIRI ERITREI

| 20 giugno i Martiri che si sono sacrificati per una Eritrea libera e indipendente sono stati

commemorati dalle Comunita eritree di tutto il mondo. A Roma la cerimonia si é tenuta

presso il Parco Madre Teresa di Calcutta con una folta processione che ha concluso il suo
percorso in uno spazio appositamente allestito per I'esibizione di poeti e artisti eritrei che hanno
interpretato il dolore collettivo e commosso la platea. A Bologna invece si € svolto un corteo da
piazza San Francesco a piazza Nettuno dove e stata deposta una corona e sono state lette poesie
in ricordo dei cari persi nella difesa della patria dall’invasione. A Milano la comunita si e riunita
numerosissima presso la sala convegni delle occasioni speciali dove era stata anche allestita una
esposizione di ritratti a carboncino e matita di moltissimi Martiri. Simili cerimonie si sono tenu-
te anche in molte altre citta italiane a cura degli eritrei residenti che non hanno mancato di riu-
nirsi e pregare nel giorno della ricorrenza piu sentita dal Popolo eritreo.
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MINISTRY OF TRADE & INDUSTRY
SYMPOSIUM

di Stefano Pettini

denominati Symposium, nel corso dei quali tutte le varie articolazioni del governo hanno
presentato al Paese il bilancio delle attivita svolte in questi primi venti anni dal consegui-
mento dell'indipendenza.

N el corso dei primi mesi del 2011 si sono tenuti in varie localita dell'Eritrea degli incontri,

Ad alcuni di questi incontri, che per loro natura hanno trattato argomenti strettamente tecnici poco
adatti al grande pubblico, se ne sono alternati altri come quello del Ministry of Trade & Industry al
quale era abbinata una spettacolare fiera campionaria con i prodotti dell'imprenditoria eritrea che ha
suscitato un notevolissimo interesse di pubblico.

Al taglio del nastro erano presenti le piu alte cariche dello Stato che hanno visitato gli stand allesti-
ti dai produttori eritrei di materiali lavorati e semilavorati delle piu svariate categorie merceologiche
che andavano dall’azienda di valore internazionale ZaEr di Giancarlo Zambaiti, che presentava i
suoi prodotti tessili proposti attraverso la catena di negozi “La Dolce Vita”, alle grandi societa di pro-
duzione e distribuzione di bevande, saponi, pellami, marmi, arredamenti e molto altro.
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Progress in health in Eritrea:

Cost-effective inter-sectoral
interventions and a long-term
perspective

Key messages

1. Despite profound poverty, Eritrea s expected to achieve the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) in health in general and in child health in particular. Areas of achievement
include: infant and child mortality rates; immunisation coverage; malana mortality and
morbidity, and HV prevalence

2. Entreans’ commitment, both at home and abroad, 1o the development of health and
education is led by the government, which at the same time retains tight control of
programmes and policies

3. Out of necessity, Entreans’ expenence in adapting to adverse crcumstances has
given them the capacity to develop innovative multi-sectoral approaches to health. In
addition, community invalvement has enabled improved health-seeking behaviours as
well as widespread buy-in

Development Progress storkes
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Summary

Two-thirds of Eritrea’s population lives below the national
poverty line, and the vast majority in rural areas. The rugged
topography and harsh cimate, coupled with the 30-year
war of independence, have led 1o widespread economic
hardship and food insecurity. The government maintains a
policy of economic autarky, while restricting free enterprise
and tightening its controd over both the economy and
society in general — an approach that has led to accusations
of authoritarian and even dictatorial rule,

Nonetheless, Eritrea is one of the few countries expected
to achieve the MDGs in health, in child health in particular.
Infant and child mortality rates have reduced dramatically;
immunisation coverage has rocketed; malaria maortality
and morbidity have plummeted; and HIV prevalence has
almost halved in a very short period,

This can be attributed to the high prioritisation of health
and education and a strong commitment to development
amang Eritreans, as well as to innovative multi-sectoral
approaches to health. Finally, in spite of highly centralised
control and relative political isolation, government
commitment and cwnership have played a key role in
successful health outcomes.

1

Table 1: Key indicators of progress

?aytwutar

What has been achieved?

Eritrea 15 a country facing significant development
challenges. Its political system remains largely closed

and basic human freedoms are by no means secure,’
Eritrea has, nevertheless, achieved remarkable progress in
key health indicators, progress which has also generally
been distributed equitably within society. Progress in
other sectors, .g. water and sanitation and education,
has also contributed to improved health outcomes. It is
impartant to note that, owing to the relative isolation of
Entrea, information and resources are not only extremely
limited but also particularly politicised and polarised.
Additionally, what exists is extremely patchy, hence the
varying data periods found in Table 1.

Strangly improved life expectancy and reduced child
maortality

Life expectancy at birth went from 39.1 in 1960 1o
58.5 years in 2008. Infant (0-1 year old) and under-
five martality (0-5) have both shown extracrdinary
improvements: the former went from 122.2 to 40.8
deaths per 1,000 live births and the |atter from 205 to
58.2 between 1975 and 2008.°

Then* Now*™ Source
Life expectancy 39,1 (1960} 58.5 (2008) World DataBank
Under fve martality rate per 1,000 tve births 205 (1979) 58.2 (2008) Wiarld DataBank

MDG Indicators

Immunisation coverage (meashes) 345 (1993) 95% (2008) DG Indicators
Chitdren undenweight 43.7% (19495) 38.4% (20021 DHS 1995/DHS 2002
Maternal mortality ratio per 100,000 live births 958 {1995} 450 (2005) WHO 2009
Antenatal care coverage 48.9% (1995) 70.3%42002) DHS 1995/DHS 2002
Blrlhs attended by skilled health p-ermnne# 20.6% (1995) 28.3% (2002] DHS 1995/DH5 2002
!-Feal:rl infrastructure 16 hoaplialy 25 hospitals MoH {2008}

4 heaith centres 52 healih centres WHO (2009)

106 health stations (1991) 180 health stations

113 clinics (2008)

Physicians (par 1,000 peogple) 0.2:(1893) 0.5 (2004) World DataBank

t Ernma’y ravis 168 ot of 1Y i the 2007 fuman dessiopenens inde (04
2 Wold DutaBank




factor in this is the remarkable improvement in
immunisation coverage, which has also been distnbuted
equally across income quintiles (Figure 1), Impressive
results have been achieved in rural areas, where the
number of children vaccinated against measles
doubled in seven years, from 40.7% to 78.5%, with the
rural-urban gap reducing by 67%

almost

Figure 1: One-year-old children immunised against
measles by income quintile, 1995 and 2002’
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Child nutrition achievements

Achievements have been less impressive in child nutntion,

but underweight prevalence among children still decreased
by 12% in 1995-2002 and severe underweight prevalence

by 28% . The wealthiest quintiles show greater reductions
than the poorest, but rural areas have seen greater
reductions than urban areas

2t ced maternal mortality and increased antenatal care

birth attendance

Maternal mortality dropped by maore than half from 1995
to 2002, although the figure s still high. There has also
been increased use of antenatal care (ANC) and birth
attendance by skilled staff. The gap between bottom

and top guintiles reduced for ANC but increasag
-"'=rlddi|-_~.-. even though the lowest quintile improved
by 46% during the penod — compared with 19% for the
richest women

for birth

ased malan: Iy and morbidity and ow HIV

DreEvalence

By 2006, malara morbidity had decreased by 74%
mortality by 85% and case fatality by 78%. The number
of cases per 100,000 plunged by 92% between 1998
and 2006.* Meanwhile, HIV prevalence remained low, and
evan reduced among pregnant wormen attending ANC,
from 2.42% in 2003 to 1.33% in 2007

nirastructure and parsanne

Infrastructure, particularly in rural areas, has expanded
However, the sector still suffers from a serious 2
-:I-.||Ir~-'l personnel, with the number of physicians increasing
from only 0.2 in 1993 to 0.5 in 2004 per 1000 population

What has driven change?

f 10 adapt 10 adverse Circy

A focus on self-reliance, particularly during years of war,
has helped Eritreans be flexible when facing adverse
circumstances and has led to the development of
innovative solutions in the health sector, Examples are
mobile clinics to reach remote populations in contested
areas and the tackling of personnel shartages by training
community members and teachers as health workers

Governmeant commitmeant to [ong-term investmeants in

human captal

Eritrea’s leadership used 1r'r'- stnfe with Ethiopia 1o

develop a sense of nationhood, regardless of ethnicity or
e !LJI\_I" |_.|II!I"‘|.'; '.IIE‘ 'l..'..'-_-llI

the Eritrean People’s Liberation
Front (EPLF) deemed health and education essential
imvestments in the country’s future after independence,
with children a top priority. Programmes have survived in
spite of protracted war, drought, famine and .a general
of resources. For example, in line with the stance o
salf-reliance, and despite its relative isolation, Eritrea has
ncreased its number of skilled health professionals by
setting up training colleges and schools

Developrnent Progress storles
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The role of the diaspora

The Entrean diaspora has played a significant role,
thraughout the war and during reconstruction, financially®
and politically but also through skills transfers {e.g.
provision of medical care, tralning of colleagues and
barefoot doctors during the war). Many returned to
Eritrea to join the war; others returned after independence
to contribute to reconstruction. Despite mixed global
perceptions of Eritrea’s political situation, diaspora groups
play a role in promating and fadilitating collaboration and
partnerships between the Ministry of Health and medical
organisations, universities, non-governmental organisations
and doctors from other countries,

Ownership of policies and partnerships with donors

In spite of Eritrea’s rhetoric of self-reliance and a long-
lasting controversial relationship with the international
community, aid accounts for around one-quarter of

the country's gross domestic product and has been
instrumental in improvements in health (up to two-thirds
of public health spending depends on donor assistance),
While remaining strongly committed to principles of
national ownership, the government partners with the
donor community on issues that align with its own
pricrities. Such partnerships not only bring in much-
needed resources but also help sustain progress made
in health, One example is the government’s partnership
with the UN Children’s Fund to deliver the widely
successful immunisation campaign.

Inter-sectoral approach o health

Close coordination between the health and education
sectors during the war was formalised after independence
in the inter-sectoral School, Health and Nutrition Project
which, from kindergarten to secondary school, addresses
the specific needs of children and youth.” The government
realised that the only institutions throughout the country
that could reach even the most remote areas were schools
and teachers, Using these as a mechanism to implement
health interventions, the government trained teachers

as health workers. Tasks include regular monitoring and
screening of students for basic health problems, as well as
lecturing on health education (nutrition, hygiene, HIV and
AIDS5 prevention and life skills)

Development Progress storkes
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Successful interventions invalving community
participation

The government recognises the invalvement of
communities in rural areas as an effective and affordable
way of preventing disease and promoting primary health
care, Communities have been trained and awareneass
has been raised, resulting in improved health-segking
behaviours and in health services being brought closer
ta the community, For example, community involverment
in successful immunisation campaigns, which are entry
paoints for maternal and child health interventions, has
been critical in improving uptake of services and reducing
dropout.® Other interventions include Community
Integrated Management of Childhood lliness and
Community-Based Therapeutic Feeding, as well as the
National Malana Control Programme and the HIV and
AIDS Programme,

Lessons learnt

* A strong government, with the ability to motivate
and mohilise people behind a clear goal, emerges
as key to progress in Eritrea, despite accusations of
authoritananism and political repression. The EPLF has
managed to generate a unique sense of community
amaong a diverse group of ethnicities and religions.
Invalvernent of the diaspora is closely linked with the
idea of unity for the greater good.

* [nvestment in human capital as a key driver of
development has been of vital importance. The
government foresaw future needs and made long-term
investrments in health and education, although this has
as yet not stemmed widespread poverty.

» Government ownership of development projects and
programmes is important 1o ensure sustainability
and commitment to goals, as well as to avod
unpredictable shifts in donor priarities andfor financial
commitments. However, less political isolation might
dlso promote progress in areas such as economic
growth, where the country has not been so successful,
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= A strong understanding and down-to-earth assessment
of the resources available to foster development
encourages both realistic actions and common-sense
palicies. Meanwhile, if fewer resources had been
devoted to defence and war, progress in other sectors
might also have been wisible.

» Effective coordination amang sectors avoids
duplication of efforts and allows for cost-effective
projects, In the Eritrean health sector, what might
have constituted rivalry between ministries has been
transformed into opportunities to scale up services
more efficiently,

* Community participation and involverment in health
service delivery, besides helping alleviate shartages
of skilled staff, has brought services closer to the
community. This has also had an important impact
on awareness at community level and, as such, has
removed barriers to the dissemination of health
information. Additionally, it has reinforced a sense of
belonging and of contributing towards the common
good.
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Londan SE1 7JD
United Kingdom
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MISSIONE ADULIS DEI GEMELLI
CASTIGLIONI

la Redazione

ei primi mesi del 2011 é partita per I'Eritrea una importante missione archeologica deno-

minata Missione Adulis a cura dei fratelli Alfredo e Angelo Castiglioni e con la consulen-

za scientifica di Yosief Libsekal, direttore del Museo Nazionale Eritreo. Il progetto del
Ce.R.D.O. (Centro Ricerche sul Deserto Orientale) dei fratelli Castiglioni, voluto dal Presidente
dell’Eritrea Isaias Afewerki, ha compreso: scavi, valutazione del rischio archeologico preventivo,
ricerche geofisiche, survey archeologico, redazione di carte archeologiche, web mapping e Gis (geo-
graphyc Information System), nuove tecnologie per la ricostruzione 3D, ecc. Tante risorse e novita
in campo realizzate con la collaborazione tra il Museo Civico di Rovereto e il Centro di
Geotecnologie dell’Universita di Siena in collaborazione con ASI (Agenzia Spaziale Italiana),
Archeologia Viva, Giunti editore e Gruppo Piccini. La Missione Adulis ha prodotto una notevole
mole di dati che e stata raccolta e documentata a cura del Museo Nazionale Eritreo per essere messa
a disposizione di ricercatori e appassionati. Un percorso seguito passo passo, in esclusiva su
“Archeologiaviva Tv”.

Alfredo e Angelo Casrgl on - L

Archeologh & regist
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SHINGRWA

di Stefano Pettini

egli ultimi anni la produzione televisiva eritrea ha mostrato un notevole cambiamento nella
N guantita e qualita dei suoi notiziari e documentari, ma soprattutto dei programmi di intrat-

tenimento.
Fra questi il pit noto e seguito e sicuramente la competizione canora Shingrwa, che in lingua bilena
significa “La stella di domani”, dove cantanti non professionisti sono chiamati a esibirsi in pubblico
e a essere giudicati da una implacabile giuria composta da tre elementi capitanati dalla celebrita
Barnabas. Scopo del programma quello di individuare nuovi talenti naturali offrendo a chiunque
I'opportunita di esprimersi liberamente in prestazioni che talvolta sorprendono per qualita, ma che
molto piu spesso si rivelano assolutamente improbabili ed esilaranti.

L'edizione 2011 di Shingrwa, contrariamente alle precedenti condotte in studio, ha presentato la
novita di essere itinerante con tappe fissate nelle piu varie e caratteristiche localita dell’Eritrea e il
coinvolgimento delle comunita locali nell’allestimento di suggestive “location”. Quella di Massaua,
alla quale il trimestrale Africus Eritrea € stato invitato, é stata caratterizzata dalla coloratissima par-
tecipazione dei componenti di un villaggio Rashaida che hanno trasferito una parte del loro campo
all'interno del giardino sul mare del Red Sea Hotel.







TORNEO "MILLE COLORI”

di Luigia Cagnetta Ruta

graziare I’Associazione culturale “ Giochiamo a pallone” e il Dipartimento dello Sport del Comune

di Roma per l'invito a partecipare alla 3° festa “Torneo mille colori” che si é svolta il 2 giugno 2011
presso I’Associazione Sportiva Calcio Urbetevere in Via della Pisana 379. La manifestazione ha visto
la partecipazione di 22 squadre di calcio formate da bambine/i dai sei ai dieci anni, nati in Italia, origi-
nari dell’ Africa, Sud America, Asia, Europa dell'Est e Italia. Importante I'aspetto sociale del torneo che
ha inteso valorizzare rapporti di amicizia, promuovere I'incontro fra le culture e incoraggiare sentimen-
ti di lealta e di rispetto verso gli altri. E stato un modo di avvicinare i bimbi al calcio, quello vero fatto
di divertimento, genuinita e grande disciplina. La squadra “Eritrea”, ha dimostrato spirito di compat-
tezza e partecipazione, sempre corretta fuori e dentro il campo. Sei le squadre che i nostri bimbi hanno
fronteggiato nell’area sportiva: “Rominsieme”, “Marocco”, “Olanda”, “Senegal”, “Honduras” e
“Colombia” in un clima di grande entusiasmo. Tutti bravi indistintamente i piccoli calciatori, per cui al
termine del torneo non sono state stilate classifiche, non ci sono stati ne vin-
citori, né vinti, ma tutti i giocatori hanno ricevuto come premio una meda-
glia ricordo della manifestazione.

I | Presidente Sig. Yohannes Weldesellasie della Comunita Eritrea a Roma e nel Lazio desidera rin-

TORNEO MILLE COLORI 2011

ERITREA




AUGURI EUGENIA

di Stefano Pettini

ugenia Cerio ha voluto festeggiare il suo 80esimo compleanno invitando tutti gli amici a una

grande festa africana che si e svolta il giorno 20 febbraio presso I'accogliente “Centro cul-

turale e di accoglienza Baobab” in via Cupa a Roma. Tema dell'incontro la presentazione
delle poesie di suor Elisa Kidane raccolte nel bel libro “Parole clandestine” in vendita per raccoglie-
re fondi da destinare a un progetto delle suore comboniane di tre borse di studio per laureande in
medicina in Asmara. Alla chiamata di Eugenia, come era prevedibile, hanno risposto in moltissimi e
le sale erano gremite di gente che si contendeva I'ospite per una foto ricordo. Un ottimo buffet italo-
eritreo, musica e balli hanno intrattenuto i convenuti fino al taglio della torta e al brindisi d’ordinan-
za, mentre sugli schermi scorrevano bellissime
foto in bianco e nero che ritraevano Eugenia in
vari momenti della sua vita.

Ancora tanti auguri a Eugenia.
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ASS lTEFI ONLUS

Hai uno strumento unico per pro-
muovere il diritto all'educazione e
alla salute per i bambini e i giovani
dell’Eritrea destina il 5 x mille
dell'lRPEF alla nostra Associazione.

1l 5 x mille non sostituisce I'8 x mille
(destinato alle confessioni religiose)
e non é un costo aggiuntivo per il
contribuente. E' una quota di impos-
te a cui lo Stato rinuncia per desti-
narla alle organizzazioni no-profit
per sostenere le loro attivita.
Trasforma la denuncia dei redditi in
una dichiarazione di solidarieta per

i bambini e i giovani dell’Eritrea

Ecco come fare: Firma nel riquudn; della dichfarazlane dedf:ata alle
organizzazioni Non Lucrative, riporta sotto la firma il codice fiscale
dell’ASSOCIAZIONE ITALIA ERITREA ONLUS - C.F. 96104530587
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